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To Whom it May Concern: 

This year, Pireeni Sundaralingam and Colm O’Riain participated in Litquake 2005, an annual San Francisco literary festival. Litquake takes place over the course of 9 days in various venues throughout The City and features the talents of more than 250 authors doing readings and panels. More than 6,000 people came this year to enjoy writers as diverse as Amy Tan, Po Bronson, Daniel Handler and Armistead Maupin. 

Pireeni and Colm performed as Word and Violin during our evening of poetry, which also featured such illustrious talents as former U.S. Poet Laureate Robert Hass and Guggenheim fellow Kay Ryan. In short: their act was the crowning jewel of the evening. They performed several pieces – some of which had appeared on their wonderful CD, “Bridge Across the Blue.” 

The audience was so rapt you could have heard a pin drop – especially during their mesmerizing “Whalesong,” which featured Pireeni’s lush poetry, spoken in tandem with Colm’s violin, which perfectly mimicked a whale singing. The beauty was such that observers sniffed back tears. 

I would not hesitate to have them perform again at Litquake – possibly even with a venue all to themselves! They were a wonderful part of the festival. 
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Jane Ganahl

Litquake co-founder 

