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Sri Lankan poet Pireeni Sundaralingam and Irish composer/violinist Colm O’Riain weave together poetry, music and storytelling in duets exploring the rich interconnections between a host of lyric traditions, including Irish ballad and Indian raag.

Their work has featured across the USA and Europe in such venues as the English National Theatre (London) and the UN Headquarters (New York) as well as festivals including Cuisle International Poetry Festival (Ireland), LitQuake  Festival of Literature (San Francisco), and Cheltenham Festival of Literature (UK).  They have held a variety of residencies (e.g.  "Major Artistic Residency" at Berklee College of Music in Boston in 2005 & 2008) and  have taught creative workshops in a number of environments (University of  Washington, 2007). 

Their CD, “Bridge Across the Blue”, winner of the Potrero Nuevo Fund Prize,  interweaves music and poetry from a host of ethnic communities telling the immigration stories of America, with influences ranging from Gypsy jazz to flamenco and Native American song.  It was chosen as one of the ten best recordings of poetry and music of all time by the editors of About.Com.
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